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THE WEEK'S PLAY BILLS

Fi.onoDon.v' Mits. laxgtry asd
GltACC GCOItGU AT ENGLISH'S.

Vaudeville at the Grand Sensational
Drama at the Park Burlesque

at the Empire. v

The current week will be another busy
one at English's, where good attractions
are now following each other in quick sue
cession. The first offering of the week will
be "Florodora the operatic comedy suc-
cess of three continents, which returns to
Indianapolis in a new dress which is said
to make it brighter and better than ever.
The production will be given here Tuesday
and Wednesday evenings and at a Wednes
day matinee, and in looking into the details
of this attraction it is pleasing to say that
the prospects are that it will be given a
splendid presentation. The company now
Civing the pretty musical comedy on the
road numbers seventy people and carries its
own orchestra, so it is pretty safe to say
that Indianapolis will hear the music of
Tell Me, Pretty Maiden," "Under the

Shade oX the Palms," "I Want to Be a Mil
ltary Man." and the many other melodious
numbers with which the piece abounds ren
dered as never rendered here before.

In the company are several favorites who
have already made their mark on the
American stage and in this special organi
zation. Messrs. Fisher and Ryley, who own
the American and Canadian rights of "Flo-rolora- ,"

have selected each player and
tinger with a view to his or her telling
worth. . Miss Anna Boyd, .who is well re-

membered here as the dashing widow of
Hoyfs "A Trip to Chinatown." will play
iauy noiyrooa; mi?3 Louise Moore, an ex-
cellent likeness of whom appears on thispage, will be the Dolores; Miss Lillian
Hpencer will portray Angela Gilfain, and
the favorite basso, Karl Stahl, will be seen
and heard In the leading character of Cy
rus Gilfain. Budd Ross, a comedian new
to Indianapolis, who is credited with being
an unctuous iunmaker, will have the lead
ing comedy role of Anthony Tweedlepunch:
M. J. Smith will play Captain Donegal, andthe tenor, J. A. Wallerstadt, will enact the
Tart of Lord Abercoed. All in all, the cast,
chorus, orchestra, scenery, costumes and
the other numerous features which should
assure a magnificent production of this
preatest of musical successes, will be given
here without the slightest omission in any
ueiau. xxx

Following "Florodora," another impor
tant dramatic event will take place at Eng
lish's when Mrs. Langtry the famous Eng
iik "mm aim raics, uiiua..ti( vm wme to.inai ineaier other plays dealing with the life of thecne performance Thursday night of her
new play, "The Crossways," which is the
Joint production of herself and her leading
man, J. Huntley Manners. The new play
has been seen but once in England and that
was upon the occasion of a. "royal com
mand" performance in London Just before
Mrs. Langtry and her English company set
cjii iui l i;rx a lew monins aeo. ne
had been playing in the provinces and it
.a3 within a short time of her sailing date

when King Edward summoned her to Lon
don to reopen the Imperial Theater for one
night and give a presentation of the stage
etory which she and Mr. Manners had Justwritten. The' King and Queen, all the
members of the royal family and all aristo
era iic Axinaon were present at wnat was

of the most brilliant theatrical events
of recent years in England. It isn't con
sidered proper for the London newsDaoersto print criticisms of a theatrical perform
ance wnicn has been given ry royal com
mand," and Mrs. Langtry sailed for Amer
ica without having received a London
diet upon the merits or demerits of her
play.

In New York the play was said by many
of the critics to be well suited to the "Jer-sey Lily," and that no small matter at amoment when the art of the milliner plays
fo prominent a role in society drama it
offered her exceptional opportunities forthe exhibition of several exquisite dresses.
Mrs. Langtry appears in the character of
the Duchess of Keensbury and Mr. Man-ners, the co-auth- or of the piece, plavs theleading male role of Lord Scarlet. The en-
gagement hers is sure to attract a fashion-
able audience, and. judging the many in-
quiries that have been received at the the-
ater regarding the sale of seats, a very large
one. The sale opens at English's box office
to-morr- ow morning.xxx

Grace George will hold the boards at
English's next Friday and Saturday nights
and at the Saturday matinee, in her new
play by. Frances Aymar Matthews, entitled
"Pretty Peggy." The piece is a treatment
of the life of Peg Woflington. differing rad-
ically from that in earlier productions in
that it shows the Covent Garden favorite
as a young girl. Miss George, who is one
of the mo3t youthful of American actresses.
Is likely to appear In the piece to even bet-
ter advantage than she did in "Under
Southern Skies," her success of last sea-
son. The supporting company numbersfifty people, among whom may be men-
tioned Itobert Loraine. Annie Ward Tif-
fany. Cark Ekstorm. Margaret Mavo, Don-
ald Maclaren, and Annie Mifllin. The pro-
duction, which r.as made under the direc-
tion of William A. Brady, is said to bo sec-
ond only to that 01 "Du Barry" In point oflavishness and beauty. Seven unique andartistic settings are shown, besides a num-
ber of gorgeous costumes.

The youthful love of Peg Woflington forDavid Garrick, a romance ignored in "Peg
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la Vauöevllle at the Grand.

the principal factor in the existence of Petr
and Miss Matthews is said to have made itvery vital in the drama. "The Woflington"
is shown culminatlveiv as a slio of n eir in
iJUDim, ana ner oruiiant career at Coventteamen is traced un to the time nf fiar.
tick s aastaruiy treatment of her. whenMiss Matthews reaches a trade denoue
ment. Miss George, whose performance of
unoerie in ,t rou Krou" last spring at theGarrick Theater. New York, indicated the
uroauenipg or ner art, should make a cap-
tivating Peg.

The Grand Vaudeville.
One of the most pretentious acts ever

seen on the vaudeville stage In this city
will be that of Mme. Adelaide Herrmann,
widow of Herrmann the Great, who comes
as the headliner of the Grand's vaudeville
bill this week. Mme. Herrmann is the only
woman conjurer in the world, and she suc
ceeded to all of the trade secrets of her
husband, besides inventing many new one3
of her own, all of which she presents in
her latest specialty, which she call3 "Magic
in the Orient." Mme. Herrmann Is a hand-
some woman as well as a most skillfulmagician, bhe carries with her a number
of attendants, some special scenery and
Mue fuellings ana several gorgeous cos-
tumes. She is the female Ling Ching Foo
of audeville.

Another chief act will bo that presented
Dy Mr. ana Airs, iiobyns, who have for sev
erai years been known throughout Amer-
ica as two of the best farceurs on the
vaudeville stage. They appeared at the
Orand two years ago and scored a substan-
tial success in one of their little plays.
'iney will act "The Counsel for the De
fense, a twenty-minut- e piece, this week.
wily Cllflord, a mo.nologist, singer and
d.incer. who was prevented from fllllni?
his engagement at the Grand the week be
fore last on account of illness, has been
secured to appear this week in the place ofjames inornton. who, to put it gently, isundergoing another spell of "indisposition"
of the kind forwhich he has become fa-
mous. Clifford Is a favorite here, and thesubstitution will not be regretted by his
admirers. Another single entertainer on
the current bill whose work Is always good
is Ed La tell, who has few superiors as a
musical comedian. Pauline Moran and herpieicannimes will furnish considerableamusement in a plantation act. and Zara
and Zara will Introduce a specialty which
win prove a novelty, as they make overtwenty changes or costume in full view of
the audience while portraying varioustypes or people. Last, but. by no means1 . .A d" lll.iAl'. m'wri, vjiurm s musical aogs win nave a
place on the programme. These animalsare trained to perform many astonishing
incKs, ana are acrooatie marvels. The bioscope, as usual, will have a new set ofmoving pictures. There Is hardly a doubttnat tne diu win be as good,. If not better,than the one of last week at the Grand.

. The l'nrk Two Border Drnmns.
In the early days of the Park Theater

under It3 present management before the
old Perk was destroyed by fire, there was
no greater favorite among the stars who
visited the theater than James H. Wallick,
who came along annually with his sensa-
tional border dramas "The Bandit King'
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and "The Cattle King." Some years ago
Mr. Wallick, who had made enough money
out of these two big drawing-card- s tobranch out considerably in the theatricalbusiness, began a career as an actor man-ager in New York city, and devoted his.time to the production of a number ofmelodramas such as "When , LondonSleeps," "The Queen of the Highwav" andHeld for Ransom," laying aside the two
old plays which had brought fame and
fortune to him. This season Mr. Wallick
decided to revive the two border dramas,and several months ago he sent out on theroad a strong company playing the stanchold standbys and the organization hasbeen received everywhere with delight by
theater-goer- s who enjoy the ultra-sensation- al

on the stage.
Manager Wallick's company will be atthe Park all of this week, and a mostprosperous engagement is a foregone con-

clusion, for the regular Park patrons willbe glad to see the old border dramas onceagain, presented on a very elaborate scale."The Bandit King" will be given for thefirst half of the week, commencing withthe matinee to-morr- ow afternoon and "TheCattle Kins" will fill in the latter half.John J. Farrell will play the leading rolein each, production and. will have the sup-port of a large and capable company. Thereare eight handsome, well-train- ed horseswith the show and all of them will take
P.?Lln tRe scene representing the great

Uhite Stocking Races" at the KansasCity exposition. The company carries twocarloads of special scenery. Besides JohnJ. Farrell there are several other well-kno- wn

people with the organization. In-
cluding Jack Webster and Miss MariePeters.

The Empire Itarlenqne.
The Empire's attraction for the current

week will be Robie's Knickerbocker Hnr--
ksquers, an organization that is well
known in the burlesque theaters through
out the country. The company is made up
of several comedians, singers and dancers
that have ' attained" prominence In' their
special lines of stage work, and there aresixteen chorus girls who are said to bable to sing in pleasing voices as well asto present attractive annoaranrps Tho
show will be of the usual stvie of burlesque entertainment with a musical travesty ai.iao Dcginning and end of the bill and

an olio of vaudeville features coming in
between. Those who will contribute to thespecialty part of the programme are Mc
Donald and Cody, grotesque comedians.
ivipp. me juggler, the .Knickerbocker Quar
tet, erguson and Passmore, Frank Fin
ney and two gymnasts who call themselves
"Saneaone and Delllia," presumably sug--
gestea ny tne biblical names of Samson
and Delilah, in exhibitions of strength and
balancing. There will be dally matinees as
usual.

Theatrical Notes.
. Preparations for Nat Goodwin's tour In
"A Midsummer Night's Dream" are going
on steadily, although little publicity has
been given the project. A liberal offer was
made Lillian Russell for the role of Titanla.
but it did not approximate the sum whichanss Hussen thought she was entitled to.

xxx
Jack Norworth and his wife. Miss Louise

Dresser, both of whom are. well known in
Indianapolis, will be seen next season in
an elaborate vaudeville sketch. Miss
Dresser spent last summer in this city. At
present she and Mr. Norworth are doing
"single turns" in vaudeville, and both made
big hits in New York last week.

xxx
Another Indianian has written a play.

Paul Wilstach, who, hails from Hoosierdom
and who is known all over the country as
a clever press agent, is the author of the
drama that Adelaide Thurston is to produce
next season. Its name is "Polly Primrose."
and Miss Thurston thinks it is going to
prove a great success. This actress will
probably be seen in this city before the sea- -

son closes in her comedy, "Cozy Corners."
xxx

Frau Fritzl Scheff will be heard in In
dianapolis next season as the prima donna
of a light opera. She is to be starred by
George B. Dillingham, who expeet to go
to Europe within a week or two to nego
tiate for the opera in which the little Ger
man soprano Ia. to appear. Frau Scheff
continues to sing in grand opera at the
Metropolitan Opera House. Her tour next
year will take in all of the cities in this
part of the country.

XXX
It Is understood that Anna ileld's hus

band and . Florenz Ziegfcld, will are genuine novelties and thoroughly
next season produce a new opera, composed
by Reginald De Koven, with the libretto by
Alfred Klein. It is further said that Mr.
Ziegfeld has bought the contract of Wil
liam Castleman from the Royal Opera Com
pany of Dresden, and that Mr. Castleman
will make his debut in this country as the
star of the new piece. The opera will be
caned "The Red Feather."

XXX
It looks as if Boston is to have five or

six new theaters. David Belasco has plans
for playhouses on three different sites in

city, and he has decided stock company and a
to build one set of plans at once. An-
other architect Is at work on plans for a
theater to be built by a syndicate, and arrangements are also being made for the
erection of a new burlesque house the
Hub. At this rate Boston will soon rival
New Tork In a theatrical way.

xxx
The promoters of the Elks' old-tim- e min

strels, which appear English's Monday
and Tuesday evenings, March and 17,
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"Florodora" at English's.

manager, pleas- -
mg. ine entertainment, it is nromisert.
will be refreshingly different from the average local attraction, savoring strongly of a
reai, ior-sur- c professional performance.

XXX
Pickings from Puck," "Alaska," "Lov

ers' Lane." "Bevond Pardon." "Elirht
Bells," the Black Pattl's Troubadours and
the Hagenbcck animal show are among the
early bookings at the park. "Beyond Par-
don," which comes the week after next, is
inc attraction in which Fred G. Ross is
presenting Lavinia Shannon, who was fortwo seasons the leading woman of the old

that It Is said that Grand here, who is
from

in

at
16

Asia."
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great iavorlte among Indianapolis theater-goers. Miss Shannon has a strong role in
the leading character of tho drama, and
her many friends in this city will accordher a hearty welcome when she comes to
town.

x x
AI G. Field, the well-know- n minstrel

manager, writes to friends in Indianapolis
that he will have the biggest minstrel show,
on the road next season that he has ever
organized. He Is going to bring over to
America twoEuropean vaudeville acts that
have never boon seen In this country. The
Field minstrels are now makiner a. fl vino- -

trip to the Pacific coast, .playing all the
large cities on the road both going and
coming. The company, which is coveriniran immense amount of territory this sea
son, will return to the East by the latterpart of April and will close its season In
New England, making a complete tour of
inc united States.

XXX
A week from next Friday night Mrs'.

Fiske will open her engagement of three
performances at the Park Theater in her
great play, "Mary of Magdala," and this
will be an event of much significance so
far as the local theatrical season is con
cerned. The great theater-goin- g public has
found in "Mary of Magdala" a drama to
inspire and deeply impress, as well as one
that touches the more immediate love ofthe pictorial and picturesque in the theater. The large audiences that thronged
the Manhattan Theater during Mrs. Fiske'slong New York run were truly cosmopol-
itan audiences, showing all sorts and con
ditions of persons, the most prominent insociety, the arts and the professions, as
well as the inveterate and usuallythoughtless theatergoers, yet all foundsomething in the great Paul Heyse play
that gripped their interest, exercised their
emotions and satisfied their imaginations.

xxx
Kirke La Shelle has finally set a definite

date for the production of the new play.
Checkers." .It will receive Its Initial pre

sentation next Friday evening in Spring-
field, 111., and will then be taken to St.
Louis, the home of its author, Henry M.
Blossom, for an engagement. Indianapolis
will be among the first cities to see tho
play, as it will come to English's soon afterthe St. Louis run. It will not be seen inNew York until next fall. Thomas v T?n
is to appear as Checkers and .Tun Vc
Buskirk, the pretty little actress whoscored a hit here with "Sergeant James" atthe Park two months ago, will have herfirst real opportunity in the role of PertBarlow, the sweetheart of Checkers. Therewill be thirty-riv- e speaking parts in theplay, and any number of supernumeraries
will be used in the race track scene. Man-ager La Shelle seems to be sparing no ex-pense whatever to make the new produc-
tion a big success.

xxx
William Gilbert, the burlesque comedian,

who has often been seen in tfiis city at the
Empire as a member of the team of Gilbert
and Goldie, is dead. He appeared at the
Empire about two months ago and scored
a hit as a Hebrew Judge in a burlesquo
court scene. He had been in poor health all
season and had to discontinue work whenne returnea to New York after a tr,,- - r
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the days of the had wri"en
mo wbi jvnown music nan on the Pacificcoast-a- nd were among the most popularof vaudeville west of themountains. It is not generally known thatwas the brother-in-la- w of DavidBelasco. the celebrated
dramatist. xxx

The new at Weber & Fields's
Music Hall must be a very funny affair It
Is a travesty on Frances Hodgson Burnett's
children's play, "The Little
which has been having such a
run in New with little Millie James
in the leading part. The opening scene of
the new Weber-Field- s show discloses a
schoolroom, with Charles Blgelow as the
school teacher. Miss Pinchln and Fay Tern
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A romance
.(different and, delightful)

By Frederic Isham
with Christy Pictures in colors

is now ready for you

Special price $i.i8
The Bobbs-Merri- ll Company : Publishers
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Plad for a fortnight in the principalof .New England and New Ycrk State.th,Knture Proved a most interesting.

rnis?,?5ed Ph'sich remarked to Mr.
vmir!end ,at that tlrne: "Voung man.
tie Ta.1 lea5t ten vars ahad or Your
tVeneVoi t1, Peut Performance, but thapublic is not yet ready for you."

'XXX"Speaking of her Joint authorship in "TheCrossways." 3Jrs. Langtry had this to say
last week to an Eastern Interviewer: "Thefinal idea for the play came to me abouta year ago. The thought which is at the
oasis of it Is that under the same conditions
o.f11, f cu,tur and education Is quitelikely to do wrong as one of lower U--

i J", lit' The Idea ls an ethical one.
asiced J. Hartley Man

eight 1,111 0Tk& tor3jan? the, Play, and.hen produced '

"red a aBnood and. which I consid- -
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